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Special thanks to all the medics who agreed to be featured.
May you be honored and your courage not go unrecognized.

Forward from the director
Making an independent film is a mighty endeavor and Honor-
able but Broken was no exception. Without unwavering sup-
port from the EMS community the film simply would not exist. 
I shouldn’t have been surprised by the outpouring of offers to 
help because stepping up is what EMS providers do. They are 
generous, hardworking, smart, and funny and I could not be 

prouder to be an ally in their fight for substantive recognition.

Derek was one of the very first to reach out. We were looking 
for photos and footage from around the country to illustrate 

the wide range of services EMTs and Paramedics perform but 
our budget was shoestring. Certain that our missions were 

aligned, Derek kindly offered us his beautiful, evocative pho-
tos to use in the film. It was the start of a wonderful collabo-

ration that expanded to brainstorming ideas for marketing and 
promotion, creating social media sites and a dedicated web-
site and selling film merchandise to raise funds and it contin-
ues to this day. Derek and his photos were absolutely integral 

to the success of Honorable but Broken.

Bryony Gilbey is a former CBS News 60 Minutes and ABC producer and 
mother of three EMS professionals. She is the award-winning director 
and producer of the film Honorable But Broken: EMS In Crisis and other 

documentary works.

http://DOHP.net
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http://adimaanophotography.com


Also by Derek O. Hanley Intro from the photographer
The photographs in this book were created during the pandemic and are 
featured in the documentary film Honorable But Broken: EMS in Crisis.
When I first spoke with director Bryony Gilbey about the project, I im-

mediately recognized its importance. Bryony’s dedication to the subject 
was deeply personal—her three children all work in Emergency Medical 
Services—and the mission of the film closely aligned with themes I have 

explored throughout my own work documenting 
frontline healthcare professionals.

EMS is one of the least understood components of the healthcare system. 
Most people encounter paramedics only during moments of crisis, rarely 
seeing the realities that exist behind the scenes: the long hours, difficult 

decisions, emotional burden, and commitment to serving others 
under extraordinary circumstances.

The images in this collection offer a glimpse into that world. All were fea-
tured in the film itself, and provide a closer look and additional context to 
the stories, people, and environments explored throughout the documen-
tary. Together, they serve as a visual record of a profession that operates 

largely out of public view, yet remains essential to the 
health and safety of our communities.

My hope is that these photographs encourage a deeper understanding of 
those working in EMS and inspire thoughtful discussion about the chal-

lenges facing the profession today. Above all, I hope they help preserve an 
honest record of this moment in the history of emergency medicine and 

the people who continue to answer the call to serve.

Derek O. Hanley is a former military medic, paramedic, educator, and documentary photographer. 
His photography is rooted in firsthand experience working in the environments he documents.

Over the course of his career, Hanley has embedded with frontline healthcare providers, first 
responders, and public safety professionals to create an enduring visual record of their work. 

His images have been featured in books, films, news media, and public discussions surrounding 
emergency medicine and healthcare.

http://DOHP.net/btsl
http://DOHP.net/pftfl


This was the first image featured in Honorable But Broken and remains one of my favorites. 
It reminds me of a scene from the ‘top gun’ films. 

The crew responded to Oakland International Airport for a medical emergency aboard an incoming 
flight. After assessment, the patient declined transport and the call 

concluded without a hospital destination.

I captured this moment as the crew walked back down the flight line toward the ambulance. The image 
illustrates a reality often invisible to the public: EMS must be prepared to respond regardless of the 

outcome. Under the current reimbursement model, services frequently receive 
little or no compensation when a patient is evaluated but not transported, 

despite the resources required to be ready to answer the call.



This image of tactical paramedic roos, who has been a paramedic in Alameda county, CA for several 
decades, captures him taking a breather during a joint tactical training exercise with a local police 

swat team. Tactical medics are another facet of EMS that most outside the first responder commu-
nity are unaware of. These medics receive specialized training, and are selected to be part of a team 

which, when requested for high-risk incidents, assemble to provide medical support during hazardous 
operations. These individuals risk their lives to ensure their fellow first responders and citizens in 
need are taken care of despite the potential threat to themselves. The motto of the Alameda County 
Tactical EMS team is: “That Others May live” and homage to the elite US Air Force Pararescue medics.



HERE IS A POWERFUL SHOT OF PARAMEDIC COURTNEY IN HER MASK BEHIND THE OPEN AMBULANCE DOORS. THERE 
WERE SEVERAL STRONG WOMEN I WAS ABLE TO GET PHOTOS OF WHILE ON DUTY IN THEIR MASK DURING THE HEIGHT 

OF THE PANDEMIC. ONE OF THE THINGS ABOUT THIS TIME WHEN EVERYONE WAS WEARING MASKS WAS THAT THE 
FOCUS ON THE EYES AND WHAT EMOTIONS THEY CAN COMMUNICATE BECAME THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF NON-VERBAL 
COMMUNICATION FOR PEOPLE. ANY PARAMEDIC WHO HAS BEEN ON THE STREETS OF ALAMEDA COUNTY, OR ANY SER-
VICE AREA, FOR MORE THAN SIX MONTHS HAS ALREADY RACKED UP A LIST OF WAR STORIES AND TRAUMATIC THINGS 

THAT THEY HAVE BEEN FORCED TO WITNESS AS A RESULT OF BEING AT WORK. COURTNEY HAS BEEN A PARAMEDIC FOR 
MANY YEARS, AND YOU CAN TELL THAT SHE HAS SEEN HER FAIR SHARE, YET STILL SHOWS UP WITH A SMILE TO SERVE 

WHOMEVER MAY NEED HER ADVANCED SKILLS OR CARING DEMEANOR.



THIS PHOTO SHOWS FIREFIGHTERS FROM OAKLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT AND ALAMEDA COUNTY FIRE ON SCENE OF A 
WORKING APARTMENT FIRE IN EMERYVILLE, CALIFORNIA. THE LADDER TRUCK DEPLOYED THE AERIAL LADDER AND 
FIREFIGHTERS ARE CLIMBING TO THE ROOF WITH HEAVY EQUIPMENT. WHEN THERE IS A FIRE IN A CONFINED SPACE 
LIKE A SMALL APARTMENT, THE HEAT CAN BUILD UP MAKING THINGS BURN FASTER AND BECOME MORE DANGEROUS 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE WORKING TO EXTINGUISH IT. FIREFIGHTERS WILL GET TO THE ROOF AND CREATE EXHAUST HOLES 
TO ALLOW THE HEAT AND SMOKE TO RISE UP AND ESCAPE, ALMOST LIKE TAKING THE LID OFF OF A BOILING POT. 

THIS IS A VERY DANGEROUS OPERATION, AND MANY FIREFIGHTERS HAVE BEEN INJURED OR KILLED FALLING OFF OR 
THROUGH A ROOF THAT WAS STRUCTURALLY UNSOUND DUE TO THE FIRE BELOW.



Here paramedic Jesse works to establish intravenous access on his patient in order to administer pain 
medication. Note the posture required for this procedure, as back injuries and issues are common for 

those who work on an ambulance. Medics aren’t afforded the same luxuries that healthcare providers 
in hospitals have, and must adapt to the situation at hand in order to deliver their patient care. Para-

medics must perform many of the medical interventions that the emergency department would render, 
except they are doing it by themselves, often in the back of a moving vehicle. In this case, Jesse opted 
to take a minute to get the IV started before departing, as his assessment was that it could be a diffi-

cult stick, as it’s termed, and wanted his patient to get relief from her pain as soon as possible.



This photo depicts what was termed during the pandemic as “shots in arms” which translates to 
vaccines being administered. These represent the first vaccines which were delivered to the first re-

sponders in the San Francisco bay area, as in a rare display of their importance, they were first priori-
ty for the shot. The term “front line” was used during this time period for those who did not have the 
option to work from home once the pandemic lock-down measures were in place, and first responders 
were the tip of the spear when it came to front line workers. Going into the homes of those who were 

infected with the virus, performing CPR resuscitations, and administering breathing treatments in 
the confined space of an ambulance all dramatically increased ones potential exposure to the virus, 

placing themselves and their loved ones at higher risk than most of the population.



This image became the cover photograph for Photos From the Front Lines because it captures many of 
the defining visual elements of the pandemic in a single frame. A nurse wearing extensive protective 
equipment checks a patient’s temperature while temporary treatment tents, masked providers, and 

improvised medical infrastructure fill the background.

What once seemed extraordinary quickly became routine. The image serves as a visual time capsule of a 
period when healthcare systems, providers, and communities were forced to adapt to 

rapidly changing circumstances and an uncertain future.



This sequence of photos depict members of the Alameda county tactical emergency medical services 
(TEMS) attending to a man found down in the street. This was during a period of looting following 
a massive protest in downtown Oakland. Police flagged down the medical team as the patient was 
unresponsive and needed immediate medical care. The man had clearly just come from a drugstore 

across the street which had the windows broken and people were running out with stolen items. The 
box found next to the man was filled to the brim with nicotine gum, eliciting confusion from several 
of the first responders on scene. Medics treat everyone, regardless of status, and here you can see 

Oakland police, Fire, and the Emergency Medical team working together to help get this patient 
to the hospital to get treatment.



This next sequence of images depicts a unique rescue situation related to the triple overdose. Again, 
you will see Oakland Police, Fire, and Emergency medical services working together to help save the 

lives of these three patients. The scene location was in an abandoned building which had clearly been 
used for drug purposes, and presented a challenge for rescuers, as all of the patients were obese and 

needing to be carried from where they were found to the waiting ambulances for transport to the 
hospital. Massive amounts of Narcan (naloxone), the opioid reversal drug, were used in an attempt to 

keep the patients breathing, as respiratory arrest is what kills in an opioid overdose. 
This indicated to the veteran medics that fentanyl was the likely culprit in the overdose.



In this shot we see paramedic Jim drawing up pain medication to be administered through the intra-na-
sal route, in other words, sprayed into the nose. Pain medication can be easily given via this method 
and is absorbed rapidly. At times starting an intravenous line may be challenging or time consuming, 

and for these reasons an intra-nasal administration can be the preferred method.



“Officers down” was the call which preceded this scene. The night of the major George Floyd pro-
test in Downtown Oakland, two federal security officers were gunned down from a van which was it 
turned out was unrelated, but using the  protest as a smoke screen to carry out this unprovoked and 
heinous act of violence. By the time I had arrived on scene, the first ambulance with members of the 

TEMS team had already departed with the officer who was more critical, who ended up dying from his 
injuries. The second officer seen here had tourniquets placed on his limbs to stop the bleeding from 

his multiple gunshot wounds, and is being rapidly evacuated from the site 
to the closest trauma center.
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This book would not have been possible without the trust, professionalism, and generosity of the paramedics, EMTs, 
nurses, firefighters, dispatchers, physicians, patients, and public safety professionals who allowed me to document 

their work.

Many of the moments contained in these pages occurred during one of the most challenging periods in modern 
healthcare. The individuals featured here continued to answer the call despite uncertainty, exhaustion, risk, and 

personal sacrifice. Their willingness to serve others made this work possible.

I am especially grateful to the medics who welcomed me into their ambulances, stations, training exercises, and 
workplaces, and who trusted me to tell a small part of their story 

through these photographs.

While this book captures only a fraction of what they experienced, my hope is that it helps preserve 
an honest record of their service and the profession they represent.

To medics everywhere,

Thank you for your service.

— Derek O. Hanley
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